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U.S. Asserts Its Protest 
Is Not Aimed At Talks 

Bm GTVBOVmi 




Washington, aui. 22 th, 

Uaitad States said today that its protect 
2? purportad uaa 

P^ bi y hazanloua chemical to 
movements of Americana th 
w ** not Intended to “saho- 
tafethe summit meettof scheduled In 
fwamber between P re si de nt Raaon 
S. Gorbachev. ^ 
^ When t hey made the accusation on 
y?? a ? d *y» United States officials 
*■» *■ a possibility that the 
coamicaJ could cause cancer. The sub- 
st toee is attrophanylpentadlanal, a 1ft. 
wtoown sobeunce also referred to as 
NfPD. 

Administration offldaia as- 
Mfted today that the accusation about 
P 0 "**** *** a<* deliberately 
tin**! to cotndda with the 
®ent this week of American plans to 
test an anti-satellite weapon. 

The Soviet Union, according to the 
Sowlat prtpa agency Tarn, handed the 
Stkto Department a pr o t e st that dis- 
ntiased the chargee y a ploy to further 
undermine United States-Soviet rela- 
tions. 


By STEPHEN ENGELBERG 


'Spmaml to Tbo NwrYortt Tlmoo 

Is 


•We 


Charles Redman, a State Depart. 
m«nt sp o k esm a n , said ‘‘there is abeo» 
lutely no United States attempt in any 
way to sabotage prospect a for the 
Geneva meeting. 1 * 

“We intend to proceed with that 
meeting/* he said. “We intend to ad- 
dress the serious and far-reachlna 
issues that exist between us and the 
Soviet Union.** 

The Soviet Union denied that it had 
used chemical agents on the staff of 
American agencies in the Soviet Union. 
It said the charge had been made aa 
parro t a plan for “poisoning the atmae- 
in relations between our cmm. 


A State Department official who re- 
the accuaaOana today said there 
~ link between the timing of the 
mwuncemem* wotk. 

things were proceeding along 

•veial different tracks at the sama 
ima,” ha said. “There's a smffivtty 
hat the Administration is putting an 
he boning gloves whsn that isn't the 
jas^We’re not really capable of or-! 
heatrating something Uks this ** 

The series of statement* on Soviet 

- 1 Monday in a speech by 

C. MeParlane, the P re si de nt 's 
security adviser, to civic 
hi Sama Barbara, Calif. Ha 
tbs Soviet Union's arguments 

f il. -.T-Z f co y o< “metterplaca of 
put mah and said wanner relation 
trauld not be possible without major 
fhangsa in Moscow's polidee. 
j The next day, the United States said 
h would proceed with the first Amer- 
ican test of an anti-satellite weanon 
k fa ln s r an object in space, a move to 
fhlch the Soviet Union objects. 



Senator David Durenberger, a 
Minnesota Republican who is chair- 
man of the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee, said Wednesday that the United 
States has known of the powder since 
MW but had only recently learned of 
the possible health hazards from it 
Mr. Toon said that American offl- 

dais had promised while he was Am-' 

b aasad o r t hat ha would be notified if 
there were any change tn the “environ- 
ment" surrounding the embassy 
^During hiMteom, be said, th* Soviet 
Union beth ed the American Embassy 
in microwaves in an apparent attempt 
to eavesdrop on cotnwSatiw. 

felt strongly that as Ambassador. 



State Department official 
United States would be mooi- 
ftrlng to assure that use of tbs powder 

iss been discontinued. The official said 

t was unclear whether the substance 
^ twen used in Leningrad ss well as 
Moscow. He said American diplomats 
n both cities had been briefed on its 
malble dangers. 


J Pretest on 

Wednesday, the Reagan Adminis- 
unsakt it was protesting the use of I 

iHii Il l “in strongest terms.** and 

described the substance as one that hi 
been found to cause genetic change 
and that therefore might be capable < 
causing cancer. 

Today Mr. Redman reasserted th 
charge that the Russians have bee 
using the substance, saying: “The ev 
dence is there. We have absolutely n 
doubts in our minds that what we hav 
described as happening has been ha; 


But he said that “mutually benefi 
dal** cooperation between the United 
States and Soviet Union was continuing 
and noted that John Block, the Agricul- 
ture Secretary, will leave Friday for a 
one- week trip to the Soviet Union. A 
spokesman for Mr. Block said the trip 
will involve talks about grain sales. 

Malcolm Toon, the American Am- 
bassador to the Soviet Union from 1976 
to 1979. said today that during his ten- 
ure he had not been told of the use of the 
powder. 


I had to know everything that 
going on,'* he said. “If this was going 
an and they didn't tell me, then I*m 
pretty mad about it.** 

A former official of the Central Intel. . 
ligence Agency, George Carver, said fS 
that the Russians' use of the powder 
could have helped them track meetings 
of Americans with dissidents or agents. 

But he said that in the late 1970*s, the 
powder was considered of less concern 
than the microwave radiation. 

“When a guy’s beating you over the 
heed with a shovel, you haven't got 
time to worry about being stuck with a 
needle,** he said. 

Dissidents Cited 

Mr. Carver said the use of the pow- 
der could have reduced the number of 
people the Russians needed to maintain 
surveillance over American personnel 
in Russia. 

“We have a lot of evidence of har- 
assing of dissidents,*’ he said, adding 
that ““It could well be some of them 
were packed off because of evidence 
they had engaged in meetings with 
Americans they had bee n told to stay 
away from.” 

Late this afternoon, the American 
Foreign Service Association, the labor 
union that represents career Foreign 
Service employees in the State Depart- 
ment and the Agency for International 
Development, sent a letter to the State 
Department asking that the hardship 
pay for those serving in Moscow and 
Leningrad be raised to the highest level 
available. 

Diplomats in Leningrad and Moscow 
presently receive a hardship-pay sup- 
plement equivalent to 20 percent of 
their normal pay. The supplement can 
be be as high as 25 percent. 
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